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Now T, Nebuchadnezzar, praise, and extol, and honor 
THE King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and 

HIS WATS judgment; and those that walk in pride he IS' 

able to abase. 

• These are'lhe words of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, 
who had before been one of the proudest, and most powerful 
monarchs on earth. Babylon, the metropolis of his kingdom, 
was founded by Nimrod, its first king, and, perhaps, the first 
king in the world. He was the son of Cush, who was the 
grandson of Noah. Nimrod commenced building the city of 
Babylon about 2000 years before Christ. The city was great- 
ly enlarged and improved by Belus about 1300 years before 
our Saviour's advent : and, about 600 years before this peri- 
od, Nebuchadnezzar seems to have brought it nearly to the 
perfection of earthly beauty, magnificence and grandeur. This 
city was 60 miles in circumference, measuring 15 miles on 
each side.* It was surrounded by a wall 87 feet in thickness, 
and 350 feet in height. On either side were 25 gates of solid 
brass, and on the top of the wall were built 250, or, as stated 
.by some, 316 towers; viz. three between^ each gate, and sev- 
en on each corner of th^ wall. The internal structure of the 
city was as splendid and magnificent, as the external was 
grand and imposing. The river Euphrates passed through the 
city from north to south ; and a magnificent bridge in the cen- 
tre, 36 feet in widths and near 700 feet in length connected 
the two parts. At each end of this bridge, Nebuchadnezzar 
bad a splendid palace. The one on the east end, called the old 
palace,was about four miles in circumference: that on the west 
end,called the new palace, was seven or eight miles in circumfer- 
ence. These palaces were entered by magnificent gates ef brassy 
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and a irault, below the channel of the Euphrates, formed a 
secret communication between the two. In the new palace 
were built hanging gardens. These were raised with substan- 
tial arches upon arches to the same height of the walls of the 
cityyor 350 feet, and strenglbened by a surroundbg wall 22 feet 
in thickness. On their t(^s was placed a sufiicient bed of earth 
to support the largest trees ; and from their lofty terraces the 
whole city might easily be seen. Babylon was, at this time, 
the most powerful kingdom in the world ; and foreign nations, 
from all quarters, poured into her their treasures in abundance. 

Thus situated, king Nebuchadnezzar's heart was elated 
% with pride. He was warned of God to repent, but he refused. 
While walking one day in his palace, probably in one of his 
lofty hanging gardens, viewing the splendor, strength and mag- 
nificence of his metropolis ; he said, in the pride of his heart, 
^^ Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of 
the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the honor of 
my majesty ? While the word was in the king's mouth, there 
fell a voice from heaven, saying, Oh king Nebuchadnezzar, 
to thee it is spoken ; the kingdom is departed from thee." 
Accordingly he was immediately seized with a disease, 
probably resembling the licanthropy, under the influence 
of which people suppose thendselves to 1)e some kind of 
an inferior animal, and act like them. Nebuchadnezzar sup- 
posed himself to be an ox, and immediately escaped to the 
fields, where he continued feeding upoB grass seven years, at 
the end of which, God restored his understanding. Nebu- 
chadnezzar now truly bumbled himself before his Maker } 
blessed and praised his great name ; and caused an account 
of his former folly, and of God's dealings with him, to be pub- 
lished to all the earth. This account closes witti the sublime, 
pious, and energetic language of my text. " Now I, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, praise, aad extol, and honor the King of heaven, 
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all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment ; and those 
that walk in pride be is able to abase." 

Having considered the circumstances and feelings which 
gave rise to the words of my text, I shall deduce from them 
the following sentiment. 

Evangelical humility leads us to praise, and extol, and hon- 
or God, for the excellency of his character exhibited in his 
works and ways : — 

This has ever been the experience of the children of 
God, in all ages. 

Man is prone to feel that he is mse. Nebuchadneszar vainly 
imagined that his own wisdom had devised ways and means 
for bringing Babylon to its exalted state of magnificence* gran- 
deur and strength ; and forgot that it was the " Inspiration 
of the Almighty that had given him understanding." But 
when G#d turned his wisdom into foolishness, apd he humbled 
himself before his Maker, then he *' Praised, bxA extolled, and 
honored the King of heaven." He blessed the Most Hi^, 
that, in his excellent wisdom, he bad devised a way to hum- 
ble the proud heart of the king ; and he '* Praised, and hoo- 
ored him that liveth forever." Man looks around on the lit- 
tle circle in which he moves, and tells how wisely he has man- 
aged this or that affair. He forgets that " With God are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge," and his foolish 
heart is lifted up. He seems to say, '^ Is not this gi^Bt Baby- 
lon, that I have built by the might of my power, and for the 
honor of my majesty." -But the truly humbled sinner, like. 
Nebuchadnezzar, has seen that the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness with God ; and that he taketh the wise in their 
own craftiness. That he turnetli the wise backward, and mak- 
etb their knowledge foolish. That there is no wisdom, nor 



understanding, nor counsel against the Lord. . He sees that the- 
Lord by wisdom bath founded the earth ; by understanding hatlr 
he established the heavens* By his knowledge the depths are - 
broken up, and the clouds drop down the dew. He perceives 
that God is wise in heart, and mighty in strength ; and that none 
can harden themselves against him and prosper.'^ He has a dis- 
covery of the manifold wisdom of God made known in the re- 
demption of lost man through Jesus Christ ; and his hum- 
ble soul is heartily ashamed of its former boasting, and ex- 
claims, " Oh the depth of the wisdom of God ! Blessed be 
God, for wisdom and might are his« I will praise, and extol, 
and honor the King of heaven, for he hath established , the- 
world by his wisdom, and has stretched out the heaven by bis 
discretion." ^ 

Man is prone to feel exalted in view of the little glimmer^ 
ing^ of knowledge he obtains in this world. On account of 
the regular operations of the laws of nature, he can tell the 
distance, size, and velocity of the heavenly orbs belonging to 
our system, anil the exact time of their revolutions. He can 
ascertain their influence upon each other, and foretell the chan- 
ges in their appearance. Descending to this globe, he can 
put all nature to the rack, and extort her secrets. He can 
explore the dark caverns of the earth, and bring to light her 
hidden mysteries. His little mind is prone to be elated, and 
to ^peak great swelling words against the Mo€t High, saying, 
" Who is the Lord that I should serve him, and what profit 
shall I have if I pray unto him." The truly humble need not ^ 
lie against the truth. He need not undervalue the noble 
powers God has given him, or the attainments he has enabled 
him to make. He will not think himself more ignorant than 
the person whose acquirements he known to be less than his 
own. But be will raise his thoughts to him whose "understand- 
ing is infinite ; to him who is the God of knowledge ; by 
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^hom actions are weighed ; — whose eyes are upon the way* 
of man, and who ponderetb all his goings ; whose eyes behold, 
and whose eyelids try the children of men ; who knoweth the 
thoughts of man, that they are vanity." His humble soul will 
lie low before that God who '^ Knoweth the proud afar oiF;—- 
whose eyes are upon the haughty, that he tnay bring them 
down ; who resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the hum- 
ble." His language will be, '' Oh Lord, thou hast searched 
me, and known me. Thou knowest my down sitting, and 
mine uprising; thou understandest my thoughts afar off. 
Thou compassest my path, and my lying down, and art ac- 
quainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my 
tongue, but Lo, Oh Lord, thou knowest it altogether. Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me ; it is high, I cannot at- 
tain unto it." He will '^ Praise and extol, and honor the 
King of heaven unto whom are known all his works from the 
beginning of the world ;— who knows how to deliver them 
that fear him" from the pride and corruption of their own 
hearts, and from all the devices of the adversary. 

The truly humble sinner rejoices in view of God's ponferj 
as exhibited in his works and ways* . Nebuchadnezzar said 
in his pride, " Is not this great Babylon that I have built, for 
the house of my kingdom, by the might of my foweu . But 
when he became truly humble before God, ^^ He praised, and 
extolled, and honored the King of heaven, because he was 
able to abase those that walk in pride ; else he had perished 
in his sins, " God divideth the sea by his power, by his uur 
derstanding he smiteth through the prqud. In his hand is the 
soul of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind. Of 
old has he laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens 
are the work of his hands. He doeth according to his will in 
the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth. 
He is able to do exceeding abundantly, above all that we pan 
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ask or think, and none is able to pluck his people oat of his 
hand." God was able to humble the proud heart of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, after which he praised, and extolled, and honor- 
ed the King of heaven, saying, «* How great are his sigSs, and 
how mighty are his wonders ! His kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom,and hfis dominion from generation to generation. All 
the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing,and none can 
stay'his hand, or say unto him. What doest thou ?" When the 
Lord shall stretch out his hand upon his enemies, both he 
that faelpeth, and he that is helped shall fall together : but the 
liumble soul rejoices that this same strong hand is extended 
for the defence of the righteous, and that they are kept, by 
the power of God, through faith unto salvation* 

But especially does the humble sinner delight to contem- 
plate the holiness of God, as exhibited in his works and ways. 
His goodness and truth, his justice and mercy led the humbled 
Kebuchadnezzar to ^^ Praise, and extol, and honor the King of 
heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgme/it.'' 
The language of the humble soul is : " Good and upright is 
the Lord, therefore will he teach sinners in the way. Thou 
Lord art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous in mercy 
to all that cairupon thee. There is none good but one, that 
is God. Oh that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for bis wonderful works to the children of tnen. Oh taste 
and see that the Lord is ^ood : blessed is the man that trusteth 
in him« I had fainted unless I bad beUeved to see the good- 
ness (^ the Lord in the land of the living. They that seek 
the Lord shall not want any good thing.'* 

The humble soul rejoices that the King of heaven is *< A 
God of truril." Retakes the truth of God for his shield and 
buckler, and with it he is able to repel the fiery darts of the 
adversary. By tlus, his own sUibbora will has been subdued. 



Ithasbecome a discerner ofthe thoughts and intents of bis 
heart. He rejoices that " God keepeth truth forever. That his 
truth endureth to all generations." That he will judge the world 
with his righteousness, and the people with his^truth. He 
praises, and extols, and honors the King of heaven^ all whose 
works are truth, and his ways judgment. 

lihe judgment J or equity of God, excites the confidence, and 
adoring praises of the humble sinner. He ascribes righteous- 
ness unto his Maker, saying, " Thou art just in all that is 
brought upon as. He will not lay upon man more than i^ 
right. All thy commandments are righteousness. The ways 
of the Lord are right, and the just shall walk therein. Thy 
righteousness is an everlasting righteousness ; there is no ini- 
quity with the Lord. Surely God will not do wickedly, neither 
will the Almighty pervert judgment." O my soul, trust thou 
Jp God, for he is " A just God^ and a Savior ; all whose 
works are truth, and his ways judgment. He is excellent iii 
power, and in judgment, and in plenty of justice.'* The hum- 
ble soul loves God because all his works are truth, and his 
ways judgment ; therefore his heart is fixed trusting in him, 
and he^ives diligent heed to all his commands, for he '* knows 
that the Judge of all the earth will do right." 

The humble sinner perceives that God is ^^ Rich in mercy ^^ 
therefore be loves and adores his great name. He sees him 
to be a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful^ slow to 
anger, and of great kindness. " His mercy is great uiito the 
heavens. It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, 
because his compassions fail not. Though ho cause grief, 
yet' will he have compassion, according to the multitude of 
his mercies. In Christ mercy and truth are met together ; 
righteousness and peace have embraced each other ;" there- 
fore he prays with confidence 5 " Have mercy upon me, O 
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l4ord, for I am weak : O Lord, heal me. Have mercy up>- 
on me, O Lord, consider my trouble. Remember, O Lord^ 
thy tender mercies, and thy loving kindness ; for they have 
been ever of old. Remember not the sins of my youth nor 
my transgressions ; according to thy mercy remember thou 
me. Take away all mine iniquity, and receive me graciously. 
Thou Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous In 
mercy to all that call upon thee. Bless the Lord, O ray son], 
who crowneth thee with loving kindness and tender mercies. 
I will sing aloud of thy mercy, and praise, and extol, and hon- 
or the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways 
Judgment ; and those who walk in pride he is able to abase." 

Such are the feelings, and such is the language of the hum- 
ble soul, who feels his own emptiness and^poverty, and for 
whom God has in reserve a boundless treasure of grace, and 
love, and joy in the kingdom of heaven. Such a person dis- 
covers, and loves, and confides in, the true character of God. 
God is his whole support in trouble ; the unchanging source 
of all his joy in this world ; and of all his hopes in the world 
to come. He alone is able to subdue the pride of his heart, 
and to fill his soul with holy joy as he travels through this sin- 
ful world. He alone is able to abase the pride of his ene- 
mies, to strengthen him to resist temptation, to fight the good 
fight of faith ; and to raise him above the trials of life, and 
root out the evil propensities of his heart. God alone can en- 
able hin) to overcome the world with its affections and lusts, 
and can bring him off. conqueror, and more than conqueror, 
through bis abounding grace in Christ, and place on his head 
a crown pf unfading glory in the skies. With such views of 
die wisdom, knowledge and power, goodness and truth, jus- 
tice and mercy of God, he will praise and extol, and honor 
the King of heaven ; all whose works are truth, and his ways 
judgment } and those that walk ia pride he is able to abase* 
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How suitable are such views of God to regulate our feel- 
ings and conduct amid the varied scenes of life. 

1. Such adoring views of the character of God are necessa- 
ry to enable us rightly to regulate our feelings in prosperity. 
Had Nebuchadnezzar entertained such views of God, and ex-* ' 
ercised such feelings toward him, in his prosperity, he would 
not have said, '^ Is not this great Babylon that I have built by 
the might of my power, and for the honbr of my majesty." In 
seasons of prosperity we are prone to ferget our entire depen- 
dence on God. Our mountain seems to stand strong, and we 
appear to think, our own arm hath gotten us the victory ; 
our own wisdom hath filled our coffers, multiplied our pleas- 
ures, warded off the evils to which we have been exposed, 
and surrounded us with comforts. By indulging such unwor- 
tliy feelings we degrade our nature, — provoke and dishoiior 
God, — and expose our own souls to all the endless miseries of 
the second death. We forget that we are poor, and blind, and 
wretched, and naked, and have need of all things from God. 
This very prosperity, if uhaccdmpanied with adoring views 
of the divine character, will be the very means of continuing 
our real poverty in the sight of God, — of blinding our eyes still * 
more to our best interest, — of hardening our hearts in rebel- 
lion against our Maker, — and of destroying our souls forever 
in hell. Oh how important is it that we lie low before God, 
and praise, and extol, and honor the King of heaven, in sea- 
sons of prosperity ! For want of this, the young man in the 
gospel, who came to Christ to inquire what good thing he 
must do to inherit eternal life, after hearine: our Savior's in- 
structions, went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
Thus our Savior on seeing his sorrow said, " How hardly 
shall a rich man enter into the kingdom of heaven. It is easiei^ 
for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
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mlin to enter into the kingdom of heaven. Does prosper it]r 
a^end you, iny hearers, see that you praise and extol, and 
honor the King of heaven ; else like the rich man in the gos- 
pel, when you die, you will " Lift up your eyes being in tor- 
ments/^ 

2. Adoring views of the character of God are necessary U> 
regulate our feelings in adversity. When our path is hedged 
up ;-^wheu we meet with disappointments, losses and trials ; 
when oiir eartlily prospects are darkened, and our hopes blas- 
ted f — where, but in. God, shall we find comfort f On what 
side soever we turn oor^eyes, we find none who is able to re- 
lieve. None of our earthly helpers can afiTord deliverance.— 
God alone, who hits beset us Qn every side, and laid his band 
heavily upon us, can pour into our aching hearts the balm of 
consolation, and dispel the blackening ctouds which ar^ gath- 
ering around us. if we praise, and extol, and honor the King 
of heaven, he will cause us ev;en in the darkest hours, to talk 
of mercies as well as jugdments. Though every earthly hope 
and comfort should be cut off, he will open to us the store- 
bouse of his love, and fill our hearts with joy and gladness^ 
more than in the time when our corn and wme increased, and 
our children were nurtured by our side. How happy are all 
they, in adversity, who love, praise and adore the God of 
heaven ; whose hearts are fixed trusting in the Lord ! '< They 
shall be as Mount Zion, which cannot be moved." 

3. When sickness overtakes us, ^nd death with a stern 
countenance, looks us in the face, how much do we need a- 
dormg and exalted views of God ! What, — but supreme love 
to him, — a disposition to praise, and extol, and honor the 
King of heaven, all whose works are truth, ^nd his ways judg- 
ment, — can support us in this trying hour ? It was this that 
supported our dear sister, whom we have^ the past week, baea 



13 

called to bid a last farewell. When sinking nnder the debili- 
tating influence of the disease which has so soon terminated 
her pilgrin^ge, she requested to have the verse, I have chosen 
for my text on this occasion, read to her. Ah ! happy Spir- 
it ; didst thou indeed anticipate that thou shouldest so soon be 
permitted to join the full choir above, and praise and extol, 
and honor the King of heaven in his visible presence f Didst 
thou anticipate so soon seeing him, who died to redeem you, 
face to face, in the great sanctuary of heaven, and tuning your 
golden harp in his praise ? How happy they on a dying bed, 
who have been truly humbled before God ! Such, we trust 
was the happy condition of our sister. Having chosen her Sa^- 
vior for her everlasting portion, she felt, while descending in- 
to the grave, his love shed abroad in her heart. She felt that 
his everlasting arms encircled her, and though she walked 
through the dark valley of the shadow of death, she feared Jio 
evil, for his rod and his staff they comforted her. She had 
hope in her death. She was willing, yea, dei»red rather to 
depart and be with Christ. She has fallen asleep in the arms 
of her Savior ; and, we trust, is now feasting her enraptured 
soul on the riches of his love ; — bowing before his throne, and, 
in tones of heavenly melody, praising, and extolling, and hon- 
oring the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his 
ways judgment : and those who walk in pride, he is able to 
abase. 

My hearers, we are all solemnly admonished, by this painful 
providence, to render unto God the honor due unto his name. 
Three weeks ago this day, Irene C. La^ngwortht assem* 
bled with you, in this house of God, to offer her morning sacrifi- 
ces. She had often sat here, with the beloved disciples of her 
Lord, as in a heavenly place in Christ Jesus. She came to pa^ 
her last tribute of praise to her Savior in his earthly courts. She 
came to bid a last farewell to this much loved house of God, 
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Ti^hlch has indeed, we trust, been to her soul, " The gate of 
heaven." She came, my hearers, to warn you to prepare to 
follow her ; and to bid you, in this consecrated place, an af- 
fectionate Adieu. She came, — ^but she could not tarry. — 
Death T^as in haste to usher her within the portals of that glori- 
ous temple, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. The 
Lord had need of her, Qnd she willingly obeyed his summons. 
But a solemn warning, my hearers, she has left you : " Pre- 
pare to meet your God, for in an hour when you think not, 
the Son of man cometh." Oh listen to this last admonition 
from your departed friend ; and prepare, you know not how 
soon, to exchange worlds. 

My young friends, this providence of God addresses you, 
and solemnly warns you to prepare for death, for judgment, and 
for eternity. Our departed friend was in the morning of life* 
Her morning sun shone pleasantly ; but, ah ! how soon did 
the clouds of disease intercept its rays, and cut them off for- 
ever from our earthly view. By this providence,^ my dear 
youth, God has entered your ranks, and laid one of your num- 
ber in the silent grave. Hearken now to the admonition of the 
Lord. Remember your Creator in the days of your youth. 
Remember, that, though young, you may soon and unexpect- 
edly be called to die. Remember that your departed friend 
was a Christian. Like her, immediately choose Christ for 
your portion,— his people for your people, — his friends for 
your friends, — and his commands, for your rule of conduct. 
Remember that, though young, you are all sinners ; and that, 
unless you become Christians, you cannot die the happy death 
of your departed friend ; — ^you cannot go to heaven, where, we ' 
trust, she is gone, but must sink down forever in hell, where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire shall never be quenched. — 
Oh then attend to this admonition ;— repent of your sins ; — 
love the Lord Jesus Christ ; — give him your souls, and pray to 
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Una daily to have mercy on you,— save you from your sins, — 
and enable you to serve him while you live, — and prepare you 
to die as did your departed friend, — and to meet her in the 
world of glory. 

This providence of God loudly calls on this church to render 
unto God the honor due unto his name. Once and again has 
God recently called on you to furnish members for the churoh 
triumphant. In his great goodness he has supplied their pla- 
ces by others, so that your number is not diminished. By 
these providences God calls upon you ,to awake from your 
slumbers, — ^trim your lamps, — purify your hearts, — put on the 
whole armor of the gospel, — and be ever at your posts, serving 
your Lord and Savior day and night, for your redemption 
draweth nigh. Praise, and exto1,and honor the King of heav- 
en by your unremitted obedience, while you tarry a little lon- 
ger, and see that you are prepared, whenever God shall call, to 
Join your beloved sisters, and all the redeemed, in singing the 
ever glowing song; '^Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father, to him be glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

To the parents and friends of the deceased, it must afford 
great consolation, that the desire of her heart 'To praise, and 
extol, and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, 
and his ways judgment, and who is able to abase those that 
walk in pride,^' continued while she sunk under her disease, 
until, with rational composure, holy confidencei and cheerful 
resignation, she fell asleep, and, as we trusty went away to be 
forever with the Lord. How happy they who thus fall asleep 
in Jesus ! They Will be satisfied when they awake in his 
likeness. Comfort one another, my mourning friends, with 
these cheering recollections. Did you love her ? So did 
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Christ. Did you . want her with you ? So did Christ* ^ 
Was her death an event, of deep interest, and great im- 
portance to you ? So it was to Christ. " Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of his saints, and he doth not 
willingly afflict and grieve the children of raen." O then 
cheerfully resign her into the hands of her Savior, whose 
claims are altogether superior to your's, and let the language of 
your hearts be, " The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord." Like her, "Praise, 
and extol, and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are 
truth, and his ways judgment, and those that walk in pride he 
is able to abase*" Then will you, by this event, become parta- 
kers of hi^ holiness ; and you will soon be reunited with the 
child you love in the world of glory, and of perfect and endless 
bhss ; and, with her, drink your fill of pleasure as it flows 
from the thfone of your Savior, where you will never more 
/eel the pang of separation. 
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